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Evonik expands research cooperation in the area of catalysis 
 

 Cooperation with internationally leading catalysis institute 
 Strategic collaboration in hydroformylation  
 New laboratory at Leibniz Institute for Catalysis in Rostock 
 Key technology for the chemical industry 

 
Evonik Industries of Essen and the Leibniz Institute for Catalysis (LIKAT) 
are planning to expand their cooperation in the area of catalysis research 
for the long term. The Institute has been successfully working with 
Evonik in the field of catalysis for more than ten years and the parties 
recently agreed to extend their long-term cooperation.  
 
For this purpose, the Advanced Intermediates Business Unit of Evonik 
has set up a new laboratory in the LIKAT facility, which will be dedicated 
to the development of new catalysts and the optimization of existing 
production processes. Evonik agreed to make a large investment 
available for this purpose in a framework agreement.  
 
“Our cooperation has generated a large number of innovations and 
patents over the past years,” says Prof. Dr. Stefan Buchholz, head of 
Innovation Management of the Evonik Advanced Intermediates Business 
Unit. “We plan to follow up on this success by bringing additional 
catalysis research products to commercial maturity in the years to come."  
 
Catalysis is considered one of the most significant levers of efficient 
chemical production and is a key technology of the 21st century. It helps 
save energy and resources and reduces byproducts and waste in 
chemical production. The Advanced Intermediates Business Unit uses the 
catalysts for the production of plasticizers in its integrated C4 technology 
platform in the Marl Chemical Park.  
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LIKAT, the largest European research institute in the area of applied 
catalysis, is an internationally leading institute for the research and 
development of homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysts as well as 
catalytic processes and technologies. The main focus of its scientific 
work is on gaining new insights in basic catalysis research and studying 
their application to technical concepts. 
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Company information  
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders  
in specialty chemicals. Its activities focus on the key megatrends health, 
nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Profitable growth and a sustained 
increase in the value of the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate 
strategy. Evonik benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated 
technology platforms. 
Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2011 more than 
33,000 employees generated sales of around €14.5 billion and an operating 
profit (EBITDA) of about €2.8 billion. 
 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where 
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements 
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or 
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. 
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to 
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 


