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Evonik Industries, based in Essen (Germany), has commenced building a 
catalyst manufacturing plant, producing precious metal powder catalysts, 
in Shanghai (China). The plant will start operation in the fourth quarter of 
2009. Precious metal powder catalysts are used in the synthesis of 
pharmaceuticals, fine chemicals and industrial chemicals, where 
performance criteria such as high selectivity, activity and filterability are 
demanded. Some examples of the variety of applications of these 
catalysts include the highly selective synthesis of pharmaceutical active 
ingredients, and the production of precursors for polyurethanes which 
are further processed into such applications as foams for car seats and 
furniture.   
 
Evonik is the worldwide leader in precious metal powder catalysts and 
currently has manufacturing facilities at four locations: Hanau (Germany); 
Tsukuba (Japan); Americana (Brazil); and Calvert City (Kentucky, USA). 
With the new plant in Shanghai, Evonik is further enhancing its global 
activities. The pharmaceutical and fine chemicals industries are currently 
growing at annual rates of more than 15 percent in China – a key 
advantage of the Shanghai site is its proximity to the Jiangsu and 
Zhejiang provinces, where a number of pharmaceutical and fine chemical 
companies are located. 
 
“We will be able to supply customers directly in China with our high-
quality precious metal catalysts from the new plant,” said Dr. Hans-Josef 
Ritzert, head of the Catalysts Business Line of Evonik Industries. “This 
will allow us to serve our global customers and grow with them in China, 
and further expand our worldwide leading position.”  
 
In addition, an important aspect of the use of precious metal powder 
catalysts is precious metal recycling, which Evonik will also offer in China 
through its existing partnership with Heraeus (www.heraeus.com). This 
will provide a complete precious metal service enabling customers to 
optimize their supply chain efficiencies. 
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Overall, Evonik employs 4200 people in China, and generated sales of 
€754 million in the region (China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau) in 
fiscal year 2007, a 28 per cent increase over the previous year. In 
Shanghai, Evonik already employs more than 500 people in production, 
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research and development, sales, marketing and service functions - with 
the addition of the new catalyst plant Evonik is continuing to expand its 
activities in China. 
 
Evonik is a leading supplier of catalytic system solutions. It offers an 
extensive range of heterogeneous and certain homogeneous catalysts 
from a single source, as well as integrated services for customers from 
the life sciences, fine chemicals, industrial chemicals, chemical 
intermediates, and polymers industries. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Company information 
Evonik Industries is the creative industrial group from Germany which operates in 
three business areas: Chemicals, Energy and Real Estate. Evonik is a global leader 
in specialty chemicals, an expert in power generation from hard coal and 
renewable energies, and one of the largest private residential real estate 
companies in Germany. Our strengths are creativity, specialization, continuous 
self-renewal, and reliability. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the 
world. In its fiscal year 2007 about 43,000 employees generated sales of about 
€14.4 billion and an operating profit (EBITDA) of more than €2.2 billion.  

 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our 
statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve 
known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, 
depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its 
group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements 
contained in this release. 

 


