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• Expansion of 1-butene capacity in Marl by 75,000 tons  

• Expansion of butadiene production in Antwerp, Belgium,  

by 100,000 tons 

• Expansion of MTBE capacity in Marl and Antwerp by a total 

of 150,000 tons 

 

Essen-based Evonik Industries is further expanding its market lead 

in C4-based products and investing in the expansion of its 

production facilities. The Group’s 1-butene capacity in Marl 

Chemical Park will be expanded by 75,000 tons, making Evonik the 

No. 1 provider of 1-butene worldwide. In Antwerp, the production 

of butadiene will be expanded by 100,000 tons, while in Marl and 

Antwerp the capacity of MTBE will be increased by 150,000 tons in 

total. The investment will run into hundreds of millions of euros.  

 

The expansions are scheduled to go on stream in 2015. 

 

“With this investment we are expanding our technology leadership 

and our premier market position in C4 chemistry on a long-term 

basis. At the same time, we are supporting the growth plans of our 

customers in Europe and overseas,” said Evonik Executive Board 

member Dr. Dahai Yu. A sharp rise in the growth rates for  

1-butene, butadiene, and MTBE is expected. Evonik already 

operates world-scale C4 production facilities at its sites in Marl and 

Antwerp. Some 40 new jobs will be created for the operation of the 

new plants. 

 

1-butene is principally used as a co-monomer in the production of 

high-value plastics such as polyethylene. It improves the tensile 

strength of packaging films, for instance.  

 

Butadiene is used in the manufacture of synthetic rubber. One of 

the biggest customers is the tire industry.  
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The fuel component MTBE raises the octane number in gasoline 

and improves fuel combustion. In this way, MTBE from Evonik also 

helps to improve air quality.  

 

Evonik is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of C4-based 

products. Its product portfolio includes 1-butene, butadiene, and 

MTBE, but also isobutene, INA (isononanol), 2-PH  

(2-propylheptanol), and DINP (diisononyl phthalate).  
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Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders in specialty 

chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of the company form the 

heart of Evonik's corporate strategy. Its activities focus on the key megatrends health, 

nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik benefits specifically from its 

innovative prowess and integrated technology platforms. 

 

Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2011 more than 33,000 

employees generated sales of around €14.5 billion and an operating profit (adjusted 

EBITDA) of about €2.8 billion. 

 

DisclaimerDisclaimerDisclaimerDisclaimer    

In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this Investor Relations News or where 

our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve 

known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, 

depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its 

group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements 

contained in this release. 

 

 


